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Want Something from an Old Newsletter?  Newsletter Archives:  
www.bchu.com (click on  Mountain Ridge) 

I am looking forward 
to a new and suc-
cessful year for 
Mountain Ridge 
BCH. We have a lot 
of very capable 
members that have 
already volunteered 
to head up the vari-
ous committees; 
those committees 
are the backbone of 
a successful chapter. 
At the annual ban-
quet you had an op-
portunity to indicate 
which committee you 
could help out with 
and I hope that if you did not respond to 
that questionnaire, that you will in the 
future. Committee chairs are listed on the 
back page. Please let them know if you 
are interested in helping out. I know that 
it is difficult with our busy lives to fit in yet 
another thing to do. However, I would 
make this appeal, if you could spare an 
hour or two per month to support the or-
ganization we can accomplish great 
things together. Just think if we have 70 
members and each spent just 2 hours 
per month we would gain 140 hours 
making an already great chapter into an 
even more successful chapter.  
 
What would you do for the various com-
mittees you ask? Well let’s start with why 
did you joined BCH? Was it to ride with 
others? Was it to find new trails? Was it 
the opportunities for service on our public 
lands? Whatever the reason, has your 
membership helped you realize the rea-
son you joined? If not what could you do 
to fulfil the reason you joined? By spend-
ing a few hours each month, you could 
help other members with the same inter-
est fulfil that desire.  

 
On a personal note I am looking forward 
to getting to know each of you personal-
ly. I am very interested in your “why” you 
joined and I want to make sure our chap-
ter fulfils that for each of you. For me I 
joined back in 1995 because I wanted to 
become more confident in the backcoun-
try. Because of many very good mentors 
I learned to run a pack string and camp 
in the backcountry. I love to use my po-
nies on a service project or navigate to 
some destination that I have never be-
fore been to. Yes, BCH has helped me 
realize my reasons for joining all those 
years ago.  
 
I would be remiss in not extending my 
compliments for a job well done to Fred 
Leslie as last year’s president. Also, 
compliments all of the other officers and 
committee members that worked so hard 
to make Mountain Ridge so successful.  
 
Happy Trails, 
Bruce Kartchner 
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We have purchased three horses 
from Kentucky Kill Pen (now known 
as 3-B Auction), the first in March 
being a 12-year-old bay Tennessee 
Walking Horse mare.  Her price was 
less than $600, but to have her 
shipped here from Kentucky was 
another $650.  Something in her one
-minute video on their FB page told 
me she’d be a good horse.  She was 
the only one left in her group and 
was minutes away from getting on a 
slaughter truck for Mexico.   We 
named her Charity.  She was fol-
lowed by a paint gelding with basi-
cally the same story.  We named 
him Scout.  Recently we bought Red 
who was also left after all were sold.  
None of these horses seemed to be 
the way they looked in their videos. 
Although they had a riding history 
from the owners and were shown in 
their videos with the rescue group 
riding them, we worked with them on 
the ground until we felt comfortable 
riding them.   All needed vet, farrier, 
and nutritional care.  Some have 
shown up so emaciated they didn’t 
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ridden and worked with.  He wants 
to do whatever you want (after mini-
mum work).  Red is still being re-
habbed...no riding yet.  He is WAY 
gentle with lots of go, a great com-
bination.  He has had a lot of han-
dling in the past.  He’s still in quar-
antine with a snotty nose, central 
sulcus thrush, and way too many 
ribs showing.  He’s fun to work with 
because he’s very mindful to keep 
his feet still or move them, whichev-
er you want. 
 
Would we do it again?  YES!  If we 
needed more than 8 horses, which 
we don’t. There is a special bond 
created when you watch your horse 
become healthy, useful, and happy.  
It’s very satisfying.  You all know 
the starfish story...the old man 
throwing them back into the ocean, 
one by one.  When asked how he 
thought he could make a difference 
with so many washed up on the 
beach, he said, “I can’t.  But It 
makes a difference to THAT star-
fish.”  (See photo p. 3) 

 

make it.  (None of ours, thankfully.)  
The process of going to auction usually 
doesn’t result in being bought by a fam-
ily, at least in Kentucky.  A “kill buyer” 
purchases the horses for a few hundred 
dollars and keeps them until he has a 
truckload for shipping to Canada or 
Mexico for slaughter for human con-
sumption overseas.  By the time they 
are shipped to slaughter, many haven’t 
been able to compete for food and are 
so thin, it makes you wonder where the 
“meat” is.  The kill buyer tries to resell 
those horses that seem they could be 
rehomed, making a nice profit over 
what he paid.  This allows him to buy 
more horses to fill his truck.  The res-
cue group in Kentucky rides and makes 
videos of horses they think are resala-
ble.  They also help arrange discount 
shipping all over the USA.   
 
So how did the horses turn out for us?  
Charity is a gorgeous, gaited, big-
walking and kind mare who is a delight 
to ride (after lots of work).  Scout is 
FUN FUN FUN.  We don’t think he had 
much if any riding, but he loves to be 

Mail to: Mt Ridge BCH, P O Box 81, Riverton UT 84065 

R e n e w  y o u r  M e m b e r s h i p  t o d a y !  

Do you want to receive your newsletter by EMAIL  / MAIL / BOTH ? 

B o u g h t  f r o m  a  K i l l  P e n —  J o y c e  &  T o m  S m i t h  
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T h a n k  Y o u s !  

The 2017 Mountain Ridge silent 
auction was one for the books, 
literally and figuratively!  So many 
members sought out donations, 
brought in donations, and gener-
ously bought donations.  Thank 
you to the Energizer Bunny crew 
that kept going, marking bid 
sheets, displaying auction items, 
passing them out.....Leslie Black-
ham, Cindy Furse, Beverly Heffer-
nan, Denise Kirby and so many 
more who pitched in.    
 
Special recognition to these busi-
nesses for their generous contri-
butions to our success. Literally all 
of our sponsors are local and rela-
tively small. Please keep them in 
mind when you need goods, ser-
vices, 
food and 
entertain-
ment in 
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S e r v i c e  h o u r s ?  

Last minute service hours??  PLEASE contact 
Doris Richards, 801-597-5844 or ohioaini-
nutah@gmail.com  with your hours.  Time spent 
gathering/organizing/merchandising for the din-
ner and auction all contribute to our service and 
education work. Don't forget how hard you've 
worked this year!  

Thanks so much to everyone who 
made the Christmas Party a suc-
cess! 
 
Lisa and Will Caddy, Carol Nichol, 
Starr Dowding for doing this food;  
Homeward Bound: Paul Kern and 
Mike Bown for the great music; 
Doris Richards for organizing the 
silent auction. And everyone who 
brought things to contribute, or who 
bought them! 
 
Thanks so much for your help this 
past year: 
 
Fred Leslie, President 
Tyra Canary and Starr Dowding, 
Secretaries 
Stephanie Yeager, Treasurer 
Doris and Scott Richards, Service 
Projects 
Cindy Furse, Newsletter Editor 
Lisa Caddy, Public Lands 
 

2018: 
 
A.W.A.Y. Athletics, Midvale  (Mt 
Ridge Member Stephanie Yeager) 
Arkansas Seed Company (Mt 
Ridge Members Kim and Bill Ag-
new) 
Alta View Tire, Sandy 
Ballet West, Salt Lake City 
Brinker Restaurant Group 
(Chilis) 
Gines Auto Service, Kearns  (Mt 
Ridge Member Mark Gines) 
Hale Theatre, Sandy 
Horse Crazy, Draper 
Horsemen's  Haven Ranch, Lava 
Hot Springs ID 
IFA, Draper 
JCW's "The Burger Boys"  (Mt 
Ridge Members Sandy & John Wil-
liams) 
JW Hats, West Valley City (Mt 
Ridge Member Shawn McMillion) 
Liberty Park Emporium, Salt 
Lake CIty  (Mt Ridge Member Mon-
ica Zoltanski) 
South Mountain Equine, 
Bluffdale 
Steve Regan Co, Salt Lake City  
SMPI, Sandy -- (Mt Ridge Mem-
bers Scott & Jackie Meadows) 
The Shops at South Town, 
Sandy 
Utah School of Equestrian Arts-
Mounted Archery Clinic  (Stacey 
Hornsby)  
Utah Symphony and Opera, Salt 
Lake City 

RED: Rescued by Tom & Joyce Smith. Nice-moving TWH seeking 
forever home. Located in Mt. Pleasant. If purchased by a MRB-
CHU member, Tom & Joyce will donate the proceeds from to MR 
BCHU. For more info: JNSmith5570@gmail.com 801-859-1262 
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President  
Bruce Kartchner  

801-571-6426/801-541-7867  
bruce1349@icloud.com 

1st Vice President /  
Service Committee Chair:  

Doris Richards 
801-597-5844 

ohioaninutah@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President /  
Education Committee Chair 

Lisa Caddy 
801-613-9699 

lisacaddy@comcast.net 

Secretary 
 

 
State Representative:     

 

Past President /  
Ride Committee Chair  

Fred Leslie 
(801) 450-2905 

fredleslie101@gmail.com 

 Treasurer 
Stephanie Yeager 

801-278-8435 
yeagirls@msn.com 

Social Committee Chair 
Starr Dowding 
 801-557-7166 

starr.dowding@infteam.com 
 

Historian / Scrapbook: 
Doris Richards 
801-597-5844 

ohioaninutah@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor:  
Cindy Furse 

801-581-9225 
cindyfurse1@gmail.com 

Public Lands Coordinator 
Lisa Caddy 

801-613-9699 
lisacaddy@comcast.net 

Thursday, January  11 at 7pm 
 
Cottonwood Retirement Center 1245 East Murray-Holladay 
Road [4752 South]   
 

Please come help select activities for the coming year.  If you can’t 
come, but have an idea.  Or if you are willing to lead a service pro-

ject or ride, please contact  
Bruce Kartchner  

801-571-6426/801-541-7867  
bruce1349@icloud.com 
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&  S m i l e !  C a l e n d a r  P i c t u r e s  n e e d e d  

Smile! Please send pictures for the 2018 calendar to CindyFurse1@gmail.com . Tell me who is in the picture and where you 
are riding. Thank you! Cindy 
 


