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June 14 at 7pm   
Leave No Trace 
Cottonwood Retire-
ment Center 1245 
East Murray-
Holladay Road [4752 
South]   
 
 
N E X T  R I D E :  
 
June 23 — So Fork 
of Provo Canyon 
See p.2 
 
June 29-30  Black-
Hawk (Payson Can-
yon)  See p.2 
 
N E X T  P R O -
J E C T :  
 
July 14 Woodland / 
Bench Creek See 
p.2 
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Hello, 

I hope everyone enjoyed the spring sea-
son. I don’t know why the best season is 
always the shortest, but now on to sum-
mer for some great riding and camping. 
Along with the change in seasons and 
temperatures and where we ride, we 
need to change our attention to the 
‘leaving no trace behind’ practices. The 
fire danger this year has already in-
creased… so paying close attention to 
fire safety with our outdoor activities. 

Speaking of temperatures, Utah’s mild 
winter may set the West Nile virus off to 
an early start. As you may already know 

the virus is carried by mosquitoes con-
tracted through birds. Not much we can 
do about the birds, but there are simple 
things we can do to decrease the hatch-
ing of new mosquitoes. Utah Department 
of Health is encouraging residents to get 
rid of standing water and using repel-
lents. Many of our sources of sedentary 
water will be found in buckets planters, 
fountains and troughs. Rain gutters are 
also a perfect source of stagnate water 
for breeding. 

Here is wishing you all a wonderful 
month of enjoyable rides. 

— Paul Deputy 
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July 19-22 Island 
Park    
 
 
 

 
August 9  Monthly Meeting 
 
August — date TBD: Uintas Pack 
Trip (ask Fred Leslie / Cindy Furse 
 
September 13  Monthly Meeting  
 
September  21-23 Logan Canyon 
Rides (Old Ephraim, White Pine), 
(contact Bill McEwan) 
 
October 11  Monthly Meeting 
 
October 20 Cattle Drive Grantsville
(contact Larry Newton) 
 
October 26 Bison Roundup 
(contact Cindy Furse) 
 
Nov. 3, Johnson’s Pass (contact 
Keith Christensen) 
 
November 8  Monthly Meeting 
 
December 13 Christmas Party & 
Auction 6pm  (contact Paul Kern) 
 

Several members of BCHU volun-
teered for kids at Bluffdale elemen-
tary to meet the mustangs in May. 

 
 
 
 
 June  29-July 1 Blackhawk 

(contact  Cindy Furse 801-581-9225  
cfurse@ece.utah.edu) 
 
Friday and Saturday, meet at Black-
hawk Campground site 10 in Loop 
E, ready to ride at 10am.  Black-
hawk is near the top of Payson 
Canyon.  Call Cindy if you need 
directions.  There is a good  day 
parking area in Loop E to saddle 
your horse and leave your rig, if you 
don’t want to camp. 
 
Rides will be 5-6 hours, medium 
difficulty.   Bring lunch and water.  
Horses need shoes. There should 
be water on the trail for the horses. 
 
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TO 
CAMP:  http://www.recreation.gov/ 
Look for Blackhawk, UT, and 
choose a site in LoopE, which is the 
only loop where you can have 
horses.  Site 10is where I’m 
camped, and you’ll see several oth-
ers reserved nearby by BCHU folks.  
 
July 12  Monthly Meeting 
 
July 14 Woodland / Bench Creek 
Service Project (Larry Newton) 

Stop and Smell the Roses  Blackhawk Ride June29-July 1 
June 14  Monthly Meeting 7pm  
Leave No Trace information Cotton-
wood Retirement Center 1245 East 
Murray-Holladay Road [4752 South]   

 
June 23 So 
Fork Provo 
Canyon (contact 
Diana Van 
Uitert, 801-755-
2888,                 

dvanwhatever@gmail.com) 
 
Ready to ride at 10.  Bring a snack, 
lunch and water.  Ride will be about  
5 hours.  Horses need shoes.  
There is some water on the trail for 
horses, but you might want to give 
them a drink before you start. 
 
Go up Provo Canyon (I-15 to 800 N 
(Orem), head towards the moun-
tains to where it forks, and take the 
left fork, heading up the canyon).  
Go to South Fork turnoff (this turn 
off is about  a mile past Bridal Veil 
Falls).  Go about 4 miles to the end.  
Turn right into the gravel parking 
area.  If you go too far, you will 
come to the Girl Scout camp.  
Come back a few hundred feet to 
the parking area.   
 

M e e t  t h e  
M u s t a n g s  
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If you don't feel 
comfortable doing 
these checks and 
m a i n t e n a n c e 
yourself, plan to 
take your trailer 
and tow vehicle in 
for annual main-
tenance. 
 
In addition to 
these recommen-
dations, USRider 
advises horse 
owners to check 
all trailer tires, 
(including spares) 
for signs of dry 

rot, correct air pressure, faulty air 
valves, uneven tire wear, overall tire 
wear and damage. USRider recom-
mends investing in a high-quality air 
pressure gauge – learn how to use 
it - and inspect tire pressure before 
each trip. Always replace tires if 
worn or damaged. In addition, tires 
should be replaced every three to 
five years regardless of mileage. 
When replacing tires, always re-
place the valve stems. USRider rec-
ommends that only high quality tires 
specifically designed and rated for 
trailers be used – never use retread 
or automobile tires on a horse 
trailer.  

It is also important to service the 
wheel bearings annually, or every 
12,000 miles, regardless of mileage 
due to moisture build-up. Keep a 
spare set of wheel bearings in your 
trailer in case of premature failure. 
Be sure to inspect trailer wiring and 
lighting; inspect door latches and 
grease the doors; inspect the floor 
(be sure to remove any rubber mats 
so the entire floor can be exam-
ined); and inspect and lubricate me-
chanical moving parts, such as the 
hitch and suspension parts. If the 
trailer has been sitting for a while, 
check for wasp nests, spider webs 
and any other creatures. 

Also check and replenish the con-
tents of your human and equine first 
aid kits. A list of recommended 
items for first aid kits is posted on 
the USRider website.   

Also remember to use ICE - In Case 
of Emergency. This important initia-
tive was designed to aid emergency 
responders in identifying victims 
and determining who needs to be 
notified. Implementing ICE is easy. 
Program your emergency contact 
information into your cellular phone 
and designate it with the acronym 
ICE. 

Horse owners should also ensure 
that their emergency contact infor-
mation is stored in their tow vehicle. 
See USrider website for forms.   

To provide a reliable and accessible 
source of information about trailer-
ing safety, USRider maintains an 
Equine Trailer Safety Area on its 
website, www.usrider.org. The 
safety information is developed with 
input from equine travel expert 
Neva Kittrell Scheve. 

“Examples of the information avail-
able at www.usrider.org include a 
list of items every horse trailer 
should have on board, short trip and 
long trip precautions, and trailer 
inspection procedures.” 

 

From: USRider — Trailer Prepara-
tion Tips for Travel Season  

Here are some helpful Equine 
T rave l  Sa fe t y  T ips  f rom 
www.usrider.org/safety.html : 

1. Remove and inspect all wheels 
and hubs or brake drums. 

2. Inspect suspension for wear. 
3. Check tightness of hanger bolt, 

shackle bolt and U-bolt nuts 
per recommended torque val-
ues. 

4. Check brake linings, brake 
drums and armature faces for 
excessive wear or scoring. 

5. Check brake magnetic coil with 
an ohmmeter. The magnetic 
coil should check 3.2 ohms (+/- 
0.3ohms). If shorted or out of 
tolerance, replace. 

6. Lubricate all brake moving 
parts, using a high tempera-
ture brake lubricant. 

7. Remove any rust from braking 
surface and armature surface 
of drums. 

8. Inspect oil or grease seals for 
wear or nicks. Replace if nec-
essary. 

9. Inspect and grease wheel 
bearings. 
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1613  Baer Canyon 
1614  Adams Canyon...3 
branches, one very short 
1621  Sunset 
1628  Holbrook Canyon...2 
branches, one very short 
1629  North Holbrook Route...2 
branches, one short 
  
    Please help by volunteering to 
ride these trails and report back on 
if indeed these trails are suitable for 
horses. This means the trails would 
be classified as a 3 — a horse and 
rider with a pack train could readily 
negotiate the trails including tight 
corners, etc. 
 
    It’s a little early for most of 
these trails, but we would like to 
begin riding them in May.  If you 
plan to ride these trails please let 
Paul Deputy, Fred Leslie, Perry 
White or Pat Wilson know .  Tell s 
which trail you have/will ride, and 

Dear Mountain Ridge Members:  
    In accordance with the direc-
tives from National , Mountain 
Ridge has been assigned to ride 
and investigate the numbered For-
est Service trails that come under 
the purview of the Salt Lake 
Ranger District. This is a large 
area encompassing the trails in 
Davis County up to Ogden , south 
and east to Pleasant Grove and 
west to and including the Stans-
bury.  
    Mountain Ridge is in need of 
volunteer riders who are familiar 
with the trails in Davis 
County.  These trails are on Forest 
Service land and are num-
bered.  They are the following:  
1605  Buckland Ridge 
1606  Tuttle Loop 
1608  Parrish Creek 
1609  Farmington Canyon 
1611  Gold Hill 
1612  Deep Creek 

what condition these trails are cur-
rently in.  
 
    All this counts, both time and 
mileage, as nonprofit contributions 
on your BCHU volunteer hours and 
also (probably) your taxes. 
  
Pat Wilson   801 278 6608 
Paul Deputy 801 539 0210 
Fred Leslie   801 533 1873 
 
You can find maps to the Forest Ser-
vice Trails (click on Salt Lake Ranger 
District) here:  
www.fs.usda.gov/main/uwcnf/ 
maps-pubs 
 
Here is information from BCHA on 
Trail Classification. 
www.backcountryhorse.com/
Trail_Classification_Assistance_ 
Program.html 
 

For more information on common 
types of trailer accidents and how 
to prevent them, google ‘Horse 
911’ on horse.com.  The most 
common causes of accidents they 
listed were:   

1) Incorrect hitching up of the 
trailer (forgetting to put the pin 
in that holds the lever for the 
ball, for example).  So pay 
special attention and double 
check your connections. 

2) Lighting.  Trailer lighting that 
fails, or disabled vehicles with 
their lights off on the side of 
the road.  See page 7 for 
more information on electrical 
issues.  And buy some reflec-
tive strips for the sides and 
back of your trailer to make it 
visible even when your lights 
are out. 

T r a i l e r  M a i n t e n a n c e  ( C o n t i n u E D )  

3) Driver error, including fatigue, 
overcorrecting and over braking, 
alcohol, etc.  Use extra care with 
driving with a horse trailer.  All of 
the usual potential mistakes are 
exacerbated with a trailer.   

4) Unsafe following distances, 
when either the tow vehicle can’t 
stop in time, or someone behind 
the rig can’t stop and hits the 
trailer.  You can control your own 
rig by staying further back from 
the cars ahead of you.  You can’t 
control the people behind you, 
but plan that someone may be 
following too close, and give ex-
tra time when putting on your 
blinkers before turning, etc. 

About the Authors (for the US 
Rider section of the article): 

Neva Kittrell Scheve and her hus-
band, Tom, have been involved in 
the horse trailer business since 

1983. They have written three horse 
trailering books, including the na-
tionally recognized textbook The 
Complete Guide To Buying, Main-
taining, and Servicing a Horse 
Trailer. visit www.equispirit.com  

USRider provides roadside assis-
tance and towing services along 
with other travel-related benefits to 
its Members through the Equestrian 
Motor Plan. It includes standard 
features such as flat-tire repair, bat-
tery assistance and lock-out ser-
vices, plus towing up to 100 miles 
and roadside repairs for tow vehi-
cles and trailers with Horses, emer-
gency stabling, veterinary referrals 
and more. For more information 
about the USRider Equestrian Mo-
tor Plan, visit www.usrider.org 
online or call 1-800-844-1409. 
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May 7 we had a great turn our 
for our Dimple Dell Service 
project.  We replaced about 
half of the falling down fence 
around the pond.  (The other 
half awaits our attention this 
fall.)  This will help keep 
horses and people away from 
the riparian area.  Thanks to 
everyone who helped!  We 
may be the fastest fence build-
ing team in the West!  Fred 
Leslie arranged this project.  
Kurt van Uitert manned the 
grill.  Monica says ‘take one 
(blister) for the team’.  It was a 
great project, a lot of fun. 
Thanks everybody! 
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S h e e p  C r e e k  R i d e  

 

More photos on Snapfish.com  — Email cfurse@ece.utah.edu for an invite 

Thanks to Steve Johnson for leading an awesome ride 
up Sheep Creek!  What a pretty area for a spring ride. 



 
 

Back Country Meeting Minutes Mountain Ride Unit 
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President  
Paul Deputy 

539-0210(H),725-1133(c ) 
pmdeputy@gmail.com 

1st Vice President 
Perry White 

254-8798(H); 594-2495(W) 
whitemt@aol.com 

2nd Vice President 
Paul Kern 
942-8928 

kernpr@gmail.com 

Secretary 
Stephanie Yeager 

(801) 278-8435 
yeagirls@msn.com 

State Reps:                          
Paula Hill  766.8393 

colostatemama@yahoo.com 
Bruce Kartchner 819-3506 

bruce1349@gmail.com 

Past President  
Tom Smith 
254-5570 

westernbreeze@comcast.net 

Education: 
Paul Hillier 571-6425       

George & Christa Muller      
619-8632   

Treasurer 
Larry Newton 553-7702 
Bignewt1@comcast.net   

Service Coordinator:  
Fred Leslie 
553-1873     

fredleslie101@gmail.com  

Historian: 
Rinda Black  

278-2112 
rrblack@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor:  
Cindy Furse 

581-9225 
cfurse@ece.utah.edu 

 

E m a i l  o r  S n a i l  M a i l ?  

Save a tree!  Each month it costs just under $1 to copy and mail this newsletter to you.  If you received this news-
letter by snail mail, and if you would be happy to save a dollar and save a tree, email cfurse@ece.utah.edu  to re-
ceive future newsletters email only.   
 
Each month I email the color newsletter to everyone with an email on file.  If you are NOT receiving this by email, 
please send me your corrected email address.  Thank you! Cindy 

M y  T r a i l e r  L i g h t s  A r e  O u t  

Photo Sharing Site:  snapfish.com  (email cfurse@ece.utah.edu for an invite 

Trailer wiring is one of my nemeses. 
Vibration, dirt, rain, pee, and age 
are all realities of life for trailer wir-
ing.  And, it always goes out at the 
worst possible time. 
  
So, here is a good trailer wiring site: 
www.etrailer.com/faq-wiring.aspx 
 
And a few things to do when your 
lights are out: 
 
1) Check your electrical wiring every 
trip.  This is easy to do by putting on 
your flashers and checking to see 
that all of the lights  are flashing.  It 
still doesn’t check your brake wires, 
which are arguably the most impor-
tant.  But  it will detect lights that are 
out. 
 
2) Have your brakes checked regu-
larly, including your emergency 
brake.   
3) About that emergency brake.  
Not all trailers are wired to recharge 
the battery that runs the emergency 
break away brake (the part you con-

nect with a cable to your hitch in 
case the trailer comes loose from 
the truck).  Have your electrician 
check and see that it is.  If not, it’s 
worth paying to have it rewired.  
Otherwise, check the charge on 
your break away brake battery 
(which will be in the black box on 
your trailer tongue). 
 
4) Now, if your lights aren’t working, 
first check to see that the truck 
lights are working properly when the 
trailer is not plugged in.  If they 
aren’t, the problem is in the truck.  
Check the fuses (and check them 
now to be sure you have some 
spares with you!).  If it isn’t the fuse, 
you will probably need help to fix it.  
Or see the website at the start of 
this article. 
 
5) If the truck is working fine, next 
look at your connector (the truck 
side and the trailer side)  If it is cor-
roded (green or dark grey) on the 
connection, scrape it with a screw 
driver or steel wool, to make it shiny 

and clean again.  You can get 
spray that reduces corrosion at an 
auto parts store.  Corrosion often 
shows up as intermittent electrical 
wiring problems. 
 
6) If that isn’t the problem, check 
the bulbs in the lights.  The new 
LED lights are particularly prone to 
breaking under vibration (from dirt 
roads), so I carry a spare LED light 
for my trailer with me.  Usually 
these lights  just pop out of the 
black rubber gasket if you use a 
screw driver to kind of gently pry 
them loose.  Check these connec-
tions for corrosion too. 
7) Especially if your problem is 
intermittent, or dim lights, check 
the ground wires under the trailer. 
 
8) And, because sometimes all 
else fails, add stick-on reflector 
strips (in advance) to the back and 
sides of your trailer.  These are the 
red-silver strips on the sides of 
semis.  You can get them ($5.99 / 
10) at      HarborFreight.com   



 
S a n d y  P r i d e  D a y  G r a f f i t i  P a i n t  u p  

 

BCHU Members painted away the graffiti under the 
overpass bridges at Dimple Dell for Sandy Pride Day.  
Grab your brushes, BCHU art in action!  Thanks to 
Doris Richards for arranging this project. 


