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Project Planning
Meeting
Cottonwood
Retirement Center 1245
East Murray-Holladay
Road [4752 South]
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This time of year it always seems we
have a lot lists. Lists for shopping, grocery lists, honey-do lists, and even
bucket lists. I have them all...I even have
a Mountain Ridge list! Lists help us to
remember things, lists help to keep us
organized, they can be short or long,
they can even help relieve stress and
focus the mind.
Once your 2012 lists are completed, start
a new 2013 Mountain Ridge list of projects you would like to be involved
with. Please come and join Fred Leslie
January 10th to help build 2013 service
projects list, and to plan our riding wish
list for the coming year.
As I complete my Mountain Ridge list,
the most important thing I have to check
off is...to send my sincere and warm
thank you to all my fellow Mountain

Ridge members for making this past year
as President so much fun!
Happy Holidays and thank you,
— Paul

WHAT RIDES DO YOU WANT
TO DO IN 2013?
Please Fill our the RIDE SURVEY:
CLICK HERE!
Check it out! Hyperlinks (the blue underlined stuff) now work throughout the
newsletters! Click on anything that is
blue and underlined in the online version
to go directly to the link (Ha Ha Microsoft
Joke on Cindy as to why they didn’t before.)

Want Something from an Old Newsletter? Newsletter Archives: www.bchu.com (click on Mountain Ridge)
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T H A N K Y O U ! T o E v e r y o n e
w h o m a d e t h e
C h r i s t m a s
p a r t y a n d A u c t i o n s o
s u c c e s s f u l
Thank you to the Businesses who supported BCHU with Donations to the
Silent Auction. Please remember them and their support throughout the
year.

Ballet West
Callisters
Cal Ranch
Capital City Antique Mall
Costco
Hale Theater

Horse Crazy
IFA Draper
IFA North
Steve Regan Company
Utah Symphony

We had a great dinner and auction for 2013 for the Mt Ridge chapter of the
Back Country Horsemen. We had 47 memberships; 28 family and 19 single
of which 2 singles were new members for a total $1,690.00 in dues
paid. The chapter will owe $1,070.00 to the state leaving the chapter with a
net amount of $620.00. The proceeds from the evening were $1,479.50
from the auction, $39.00 from extra dinners and $15.00 from donations to
the chapter. I have receipts for $838.15 for the food, building, table decor
and entertainment leaving the chapter with $695.35. There maybe a limited
number of expenses for the evening that have not been turned in at this
time. Financially, the evening was great success and I believe that everyone had a great time and a lot of friendships were extended. A special thanks to Paul and Kate Kern for heading
up the dinner and to Gina Levesque for heading up the auction. I know that they had a lot of support for the evening so to those members a big thanks as well. The entertainment was great and a special thanks to Chris
Mortensen from Avon, Utah for the evening and to Paul K for getting this arranged. Thanks to everyone within
the chapter for your great support during the year on service projects, rides and this dinner. Thanks. Larry Newton, treasurer
Thank you, to Chris Mortensen, for the Cowboy Entertainment!
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C h r i s t m a s

P a r t y !
Bruce, how come you are always
drafted as our cook? Because I own
the grill, I guess. Thanks, Bruce, for
the grill and grillin’!

Chris Mortensen gave us some wonderful
cowboy songs and poetry !

More Photos at the BCHU Snapfish site. Email cfurse@ece.utah.edu for a login invite.
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J a n u a r y

1 0

T r a i l &
P r o j e c t
P l a n n i n g
M e e t i n g
Each January we get together and
decide what projects we want to
work on and what trails we want to
ride. Please give some thought to
what you would like to join in on in
the coming year. If you would like
to lead a ride or host a project, have
an idea for a meeting or article request for the newsletter, fill out the
quick online survey, or contact
Perry. And then everyone, please
plan to attend the :
January Planning Meeting
Jan. 10 at 7pm
Cottonwood Retirement Center
1245 East Murray-Holladay Road
[4752 South]
Bring your ideas to the meeting. If
you can’t attend, share your ideas
with Perry White whitemt@aol.com
254-8798(H); 594-2495(W)

J a n u a r y 2 7 —
W o l f M o o n
Amid the cold and deep
snows of midwinter, the wolf
packs howled hungrily outside
Indian villages. Thus, the
name for January’s full Moon.
Sometimes it was also referred to as the Old Moon, or
the Moon After Yule. Some
called it the Full Snow Moon,
but most tribes applied that
name to the next Moon.

W h a t

R i d e s D o Y O U W a n t
t o d o i n 2 0 1 3 ?
Please Fill out the RIDE SURVEY: CLICK HERE!
Or contact Perry White 801-254-8798(H); 801-594-2495
(W) whitemt@aol.com if you have requests / ideas / can
volunteer to help

Local SL Valley:
 Yellow Fork or ‘Mustang Pen’s (Herriman)
 Corner Canyon (Draper)
 Hemangog (above Corner Canyon)
 Jordan River Parkway (W.Jordan)
 Dimple Dell (Sandy)
South:
 American Fork
 Payson Canyon (Blackhawk, etc.)
 Spanish Fork Canyon
 Utah Lake
 Provo Canyon (Vivian Park)
 Deer Creek (up Provo Canyon)
East:
 Strawberry (several trails)
 Sheep Creek
 Woodland
 Park City Rail Trail (other Park City
Trails)
 Midway / Dutch Hollow
 High Uintas
 Jordanelle
 Nobletts
West:
 Mile Marker 10
 Simpson Springs / Lookout Pass
 Stansbury Island
 Stockton Canyon
 Puddle valley
 Settlement Canyon
 Pegasus Obstacle / Training
Course
 S & N Willow
North:
 Antelope Island
 Ogden Canyon
 Logan Canyon
 Bear Lake

Listening to YOU!
Contact Perry White
801-254-8798(H)
801-594-2495(W)
whitemt@aol.com

Photo Sharing Site: snapfish.com (email cfurse@ece.utah.edu for an invite

P a g e

5

T h e O l d T i m e 2 0 - W h e e l e r :
2 0 M u l e T e a m B o r a x
A d a p t e d

I was always fascinated by the picture of a team of 20 mules on my
grandmother’s box of Borax (used for
laundry). Here is the fascinating true
story of the magical borax and the 20
mule team teamsters.

f r o m

J o e

Z e n t n e r

But, in Death Valley, the valuable
borax was located in the middle of
nowhere, in some of the harshest
country in the world. This was land
for a mule. Ed Stiles, a teamster,
had been driving a 12-mule team

Men in search of
quick fortunes began
drifting into Death
Valley after the Civil
War, hoping to find a
lucky strike of gold
or silver. In 1881,
one such prospector, Aaron Winters,
went from rags to
riches when he discovered huge Borax
beds in Death Valley.
The value of borax
has been known
since ancient times.
Explorer Marco Polo
brought it back with
him from Mongolia,
where it had been used for centuries
in the manufacture of stain-resistant
porcelain glazes. In modern times,
the versatile mineral has been used
for medicated bandages, antiseptic
solutions, cosmetics and enamel. It
has traditionally been prized as a
cleansing agent. It is used in the
coatings of playing cards and most
glazed papers.

B C H U

20 Mule Team in Death Valley
from the Eagle Borax Works to
Daggett, California, hauling borax to
a railhead, and then carrying feed
and supplies back to Death Valley. The trip was long, uncomfortable, and monotonous. At the challenge of another driver, who happened to own eight mules and two
wagons, Stiles hooked the 20 mules

C a l e n d a r

—

S e n d

i n

together, hitched them to two wagons, and proceeded with a double
load (requiring only one driver and
an assistant.)
Not stopping there, 10 huge wagons
were
custom
built at a cost of
$900 each. The
beds, built of
oak
planking
reinforced with
oak
strips,
measured
16
feet long, four
feet wide and six
feet deep. The
rear
whe els
were seven feet
in diameter, the
front wheels, five
feet. Each wagon
weighed 7,800
pounds
and
each "train" of
two loaded wagons
carried
twenty tons of
ore and a water wagon.~ over 36
tons were pulled by the twenty mule
teams.
Teamsters (or mule-skinners as
they were otherwise known) drove
the team from the "box" of the bed
of the lead wagon, or if the going
was rough, from the back of the
"nigh" wheeler or left hand animal

Y o u r

P i c t u r e s !

Announcing the second annual Mountain Ridge BCHU Calendar! This month, at the January meeting, we will be
deciding on our ride schedule for the year (come suggest your favorite rides!). Then, in February, all paid up
members will receive a color-printed monthly wall calendar showing the upcoming rides. So, be sure to send in
your membership (see back page) if you haven’t already.
Make your horse a ‘calendar star’! Please send me your favorite horse/ride/trail pictures for the calendar! Please
give me a caption for each picture (who/where/what/when). It is best if you send them by email :
cfurse@ece.utah.edu I can also scan them if you send me a hard copy: Cindy Furse, 2295 Pinecrest Canyon,
SLC, UT 84108. Please tell me if you need the hard copy picture returned or not.
Deadline: January 15, 2013

Thank you! Cindy Furse

Original Article: http://www.desertusa.com/mag05/jul/borax.html
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B o r a x

( C o n t i n u e d )

The team pulled two square wagons of borax (a mineral) and a round water wagon to support the team
on the 10 day trip across Death Valley. In order to turn a corner, the mules were taught to jump over the
chain between them, which was connected to the wagons. Only the front team turned the wagon tongue.
nearest the wheel. (usually a
horse) His only means of controlling the teams was his voice and a
single "jerkline" running through
the collar rings of each left hand
mule up to the "leaders". A steady
pull turned the team left and a series of quick jerks sent them right.
A sight which never failed to
amaze spectators and make them
aware that this was really a team
they were watching, as opposed to
twenty mules merely hooked in
line, was that of the 'big team' taking a sharp turn.
To keep the eighty foot chain hitch
from dragging at a tangent across
a turn and pulling the wagons off
the road, three mid team pairs of
mules, "the eights" "the sixes" and
"the pointers", were trained to jump
nimbly over the chain and pull at
almost direct right angles to the
direction of the turn. This maneuver required these particular mules
to walk along sideways in their forward progression, but it kept the

chain lined up with the wagons until
the bend in the road or turn was
negotiated fully, then the teams
would again assume their regular
positions by stepping again over the
chain. And this was how the skinners worked their loads through the
narrow canyons. The skinner always had a swamper-helper, and
it's said that a swamper seldom
took two trips with the same skinner.
A distinguishing tool of a teamster’s
trade was his enormous whip, believed to be the longest ever
used. It consisted of a 22-foot-long
and one-half-inch wide rawhide lash
with a two-foot-long “cracker” on the
outer end. The whip was used twohanded, utilizing the sway of the
driver’s body from the waist
up. Some drivers developed such
expertise that they could flick the
ear of any mule within 25 feet of the
seat. Mainly, however, they used
the whip as a noisemaker, relying
on its “crack” to stir a team to action.

The wheels of the borax wagons were 7 feet high.

In their heyday
(1883 to 1888)
teams ran like
clockwork, completing the 330mile round trip
between
the
Harmony Borax
Works and the
railhead in about
20 days, despite
the difficult terrain. One team
loaded and left
the works every

four days, carrying their water wagons with them. By 1888, mule teams
had hauled over 20 million tons of
borax.
The rough life of the teamster was
glamorized in a New York Sun article
by a reporter who knew a good human-interest yarn when he saw one.
To add to the advertisement, two
Death Valley wagons were refurbished and sent to the 1904 St. Louis
Exposition, along with a booklet The
20 Mule Team And A Sketch Of Its
Famous Driver Borax Bill.

“Borax Bill” was William Parkinson, a
bulky man who knew little about
mules. Nevertheless, he was a quick
study and played the role of Borax
Bill with flair. In St. Louis, Parkinson
put the big team through its paces
using a whip and a string of curses
that made crowds gasp. The ap-
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B o r a x

pearance was so successful that
“Bill” and the team were sent on an
East Coast tour. Over the next few
years, “Borax Bill” and his 20-mule
team lumbered through the streets
of many American cities. However,
instant fame and social mobility was
heady stuff—too heady for William
Parkinson. As “Borax Bill,” he began to insist on so many perks that
he eventually had to be recalled.
After a 10-year hiatus, the company

( c o n t i n u e d )

signed on a new “Borax Bill” to drive
a big team from the Pasadena Rose
Bowl Parade through the Eastern
states, romanticizing Death Valley
and promoting sales of “20-Mule
Team Borax” as a laundry product.
In the mid-1930s, an advertising
agency tapped into the endless
popularity of all things Western by
developing the Death Valley Days
radio program, followed by a longrunning television show of the same
name. Some 600 episodes of the

Borax-sponsored TV show ran from
1952 to 1975. Stanley Andrews
hosted the Western anthology series until 1965. Future U. S. President Ronald Reagan took over for a
couple of years. He was followed in
the host role by Robert Taylor and
then by Dale Robertson. The show
was shot at many historic Western
locales, including, of course, in
Death Valley, California.
Click to Watch a 20
Mule Team ReEnactment Video
What it’s like to DRIVE a 20
mule team hitch ? (click for
video)
Video: How to turn a 20-muler

E m a i l

o r

S n a i l

M a i l ?

Save a tree! Each month it costs just under $1 to copy and mail this newsletter to you. If you received this newsletter by snail mail, and if you would be happy to save a dollar and save a tree, email cfurse@ece.utah.edu to receive future newsletters email only.
Each month I email the color newsletter to everyone with an email on file. If you are NOT receiving this by email,
please send me your corrected email address. Thank you! Cindy

2 0 1 3

O f f i c e r s

President
Perry White
254-8798(H); 594-2495(W)
whitemt@aol.com

1st Vice President
Paul Kern
942-8928
kernpr@gmail.com

2nd Vice President
Fran Wilby
585-9276
frances.wilby@socwk.utah.edu

Secretary
Stephanie Yeager
(801) 278-8435
yeagirls@msn.com

State Reps:
Paula Hill 766.8393
colostatemama@yahoo.com
Bruce Kartchner 819-3506
bruce1349@gmail.com

Past President
Paul Deputy
539-0210(H),725-1133(c )
pmdeputy@gmail.com

Education:
Paul Hillier 571-6425
George & Christa Muller
619-8632

Treasurer
Larry Newton 553-7702
Bignewt1@comcast.net

Service Coordinator:
Fred Leslie
553-1873
fredleslie101@gmail.com

Historian:
Rinda Black
278-2112
rrblack@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor:
Cindy Furse
581-9225
cfurse@ece.utah.edu

More Information: 20-Mule Team Borax

R e n e w

Y o u r

M e m b e r s h i p

T o d a y !

Mountain Ridge Back Country Horsemen — Chapter Application
Join M.R.B.C.H. and preserve our heritage!
Name
(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________
Home #_______________________Work #____________________ Cell #____________________________
e-mail___________________________________

Newsletter by: _____ Email ______ Regular Mail ______ Both

Liability Release: MUST BE SIGNED
Recognizing the fact that there is a potential for an accident wherever horse/mule use is involved, which can cause injuries to horse/mules, riders, and spectators and also recognizing the fact that Back Country Horsemen of Utah, including units, officers, directors, or members cannot always know the condition of
trails or the experience of riders or horses/mules taking part in trail rides or other BCHU functions, I do hereby release the above named from any claim or
right for damages which might occur to me, my minor children or horses/mules.
By signing this release, I/WE recognize the following Utah State Law, “UCA 78-27b- Limitations on liability for Equine and Livestock Activities.” It
shall be presumed that participants in equine or livestock activities are aware of and understand that there are inherent risks associated with these activities.
“Inherent risk” with regard to equine or livestock activities means those dangers or conditions, which are an integral part of equine or livestock activities. The
equine activity sponsor is not liable for those inherent risks. If you are unwilling to assume these risks for yourself or for those under your supervision, you
should not participate in these activities.

Signed:__________________________________________________________Date:________
Make check payable to Mt. Ridge BCH, individual $30 year, family $40 year. New____Renewal__________
Mt Ridge BCH, P O Box 81, Riverton UT 84065

S k i l l s

I n v e n t o r y

BCHU is updating its skills inventory. Please email Fred Leslie fredleslie101@gmail.com to tell him what skills you have /
are willing to share with BCHU: Packer, Sawyer, Saw/Axe/Tool sharpening, Construction/maintenance, Grant writing, web
skills, Excel, Word/Publisher, Research, Planning, Carpentry, Electrical, Public Lands Mgt, Other (Specify). Thank you!

